
Purpose of Texts

Think about TAP when looking at a non-fiction text:
• Text type
• Audience
• Purpose



entertain – to make the reader enjoy reading

persuade – to change a reader’s opinion

advise – to help people decide what to do

analyse – to break down something to help 
people to understand it better

argue – to make the case for something

describe – to give details about a person, 
place, event or thing

explain – to make clear why or how something 
works

inform – to tell a reader about something

instruct – to tell a reader how to do something



What purpose do each of the following texts 
have?

• a news article: to inform but also to persuade, if the article is showing 
a particular opinion towards a topic, e.g. animal testing
• a self-help book: to advise
• a letter asking for a charity donation: to persuade
• an autobiography: to entertain and to inform
• a book review: to analyse, inform, and advise
• a recipe: to instruct
• a political flyer: to argue and persuade



Audience
To find out who the audience is for a certain text 
try answering the following questions:
• Who is the text aimed at?
• Can you work out what age group they are from the 

language or layout?
• Are they people who are interested in a specific topic?

DO YOU AGREE?

This text is designed for older adults, 
maybe aged between 60 and 80, 

because they use plastic bottles. Also, 
they like pictures.



Purpose of Text

Fill out the table.
For each text identify:
• WHO the text is for?
• HOW do you know?

• WHAT is the purpose of the text?
• HOW do you know?


