Cedar and Pine
Reading comprehension: 18.05.2020
Text: Jane Eyre A Retelling by Tanya Landman
Opening extract:
I was not loved.
I was not wanted.
I did not belong.

I lived with my aunt and cousins, but I was not welcome in their house. My parents had died when I was a baby, and my uncle took me in. He didn’t live much longer than they had. I don’t remember any of them. 
My strange story starts on a wet winter’s day. There was no chance of taking a walk, and I was glad of it. I never liked being out with my cousins. They had rosy cheeks, golden hair, and brimmed with the kind of confidence only money can buy. They would stride ahead as we walked, and I’d be stomping along in their shadows. I was small, shabby, and the nursemaid nagged me at every step. The chilly air bit deep into my bones, but what bit even deeper was knowing I was disliked. That clamped its teeth right down into my soul. 
The wind blew so hard that wet winter’s day the rain fell sideways. No one dared set foot outdoors. My cousins were in the drawing room, clustered around their dear mama. She lay on the sofa, basking in the fire’s warmth like a well‐fed pig. 
I’d been told to go away. I was banished from their company for some sin or other, I don’t know what. I asked my aunt what I’d done wrong, but that just made things worse. Children were not meant to question their elders, my aunt said. It was unnatural. Odd. Children were meant to be cheerful and charming. And if they could not be cheerful and charming, they should at least be silent. 
Very well, I thought. I walked into the next room and shut the door behind me. I took a book from the shelf, climbed on to the window seat and pulled the curtains across so I was hidden from sight. 
I was all right until my cousin John came looking for me. 
John was fourteen years old. He’d been kept home from school these last few weeks because his mother feared he’d been exhausting himself. My aunt adored her son John: he was an angel fallen to earth in her eyes. A genius with the soul of a poet and the heart of a saint. Never has a mother been so mistaken. 
John was a selfish bully who cared little for his mother and less for his sisters. I was his one passion. He hated me. John attacked me not two or three times a week, or once or twice a day, but continually. I was four years younger and half his size. Every nerve in my body feared him. Every inch of my flesh shrank whenever he came near. 
I heard the door open and I froze. John was not intelligent or observant. He wouldn’t have seen me at all if one of his sisters hadn’t pointed out my hiding place. 

Comprehension Questions
1. Look up and write down the definitions of each of the words, taken from the text, as listed below; then, put each word into a sentence of your own.

· stride
· clamped
· clustered
· basking
· banished
· mistaken
· continually
· observant

2. ‘I was not loved.
I was not wanted.
I did not belong.’

a) What do the first three sentences suggest about the narrator’s childhood?
b) Why do you think the author chose to begin the story with such bold and personal statements about the narrator?

3. Find and copy the phrase that lets the reader know the narrator did not feel at home, in the house with her cousins and aunt.

4. ‘My strange story starts on a wet winter’s day.’

What structural technique has been used here, to give a greater insight into the narrator’s past? (Clue: it Is often used to help the reader understand characters’ memories).

5. Find and copy the two antonyms, (one to describe something the cousins do; the other to describe something the narrator does) which have been used to show how different the narrator and her cousins are.

6. The narrator explains she was told to leave the room her cousins and aunt were in. How do we know the narrator was confused by her aunt telling her to get out and there was no real reason for her to do so?  Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

7. What impression do you get of the aunt?  Explain your ideas with evidence from the text.

8. a) How does the aunt’s opinion of her son, John, compare to the opinion of the narrator? 

b) Whose opinion do you agree with and why? Support your answer with evidence from the text.



