Cedar and Pine
Reading comprehension: 04.05.2020
Text: Stranger days on Peculiar Hill by Grimly Darkwood

Chapter 1: Fluffy Clouds
The sun shone over the Vale of Strange and multi-coloured bogeys flew out of a sky full of fluffy clouds. Close at hand, a man and a woman and two children picked their way between cute little bouncing heeble-greebs, smiling as they waved at the monsters all around. 
“It isn’t like that really of course.” Peter looked up from the picture in the book he was reading to see the pale face and piercing eyes of Amanda Chubb looking down at him. “But then you’d know that, wouldn’t you?” Amanda said. “You’ve been there yourself, haven’t you?” Peter grimaced. Yes, he reflected, he had been to The Vale of Strange all right, all thanks to this girl Amanda. And thanks to Amanda they had both almost never come home. 
“What are you doing here?” he asked, rather coldly. Amanda glanced to either side. 
“As far as I can tell,” she said, “this seems to be a public library. I’ve as much right to be here as anybody else. What are you doing here?” 
“Reading about the Vale of Strange,” said Peter. “What does it look like I’m doing?” Amanda shook her head disdainfully. “You won’t find out much about it from that book,” she told him. “That’s a government book. That’s what they give the tourists. That book tells them the Vale of Strange is full of cute little monsters and fluffy clouds and perfectly safe for the whole family. But you and I know it’s not really like that, don’t we?” 
Peter thought back to the time he and Amanda had spent in the vale: the bogeys swarming out of the sky to attack them, the sharp-toothed heeble-greebs rolling out of the long grass to snap at their heels, and the jamjam plant which trapped him in its feelers and covered him all over in something which looked like strawberry jam but was more like acid. No, it wasn’t like it said in the book. 
“But this is the only book in the library about the vale,” he protested. “They told me so.” 
“Well they would tell you that, wouldn’t they?” said Amanda. “It doesn’t mean to say it’s true.” 
“But why would they lie?”
“The same reason people always lie. Because it suits them.”
Peter rolled his eyes. Amanda had a habit of saying something that sounded clever but avoided telling you what you really wanted to know. 
“What I was wanting to ask was—” he began in exasperation. 
“Look, it’s perfectly simple,” said Amanda. “They told you they don’t have any more books because you don’t have a resident’s permit. As far as they’re concerned, you might as well be a tourist.” 
“A resident’s permit,” said Peter. “What’s one of those?”
“It’s to show that you live here in Peculiarshire of course.”
“But I do live here,” Peter protested. He lived at the shop nearby on Peculiar Hill with his Uncle Bob and Aunt Maggie, who had taken him in when his parents had disappeared. It took some getting used to. Even so, this was young Peter’s home for the time being. 

Comprehension Questions
1. Look up and write down the definitions of each of the words, taken from the text, as listed below; then, put each word into a sentence of your own.
· grimaced
· reflected
· glanced
· disdainfully
· swarming
· protested
· habit
· exasperation

2. What impression do you get of Vale of Strange in the first paragraph and why does this change in paragraph two?

3. How do we know Peter and Amanda had a near death experience? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

4. ‘Peter thought back to the time he and Amanda had spent in the vale…’

What structural technique has been used here, to help the reader understand Peter’s thoughts and experiences?  (Clue: this part of the text is based on a memory of Peter’s)

5. Find and copy a phrase from the text, which describes some of the experience Peter and Amanda went through at Vale of Strange.

6. “The same reason people always lie. Because it suits them.”

What is Amanda suggesting about the book the government wrote about Vale of Strange?

7. What word informs the reader Peter is angry at the idea of being thought of as a tourist?

8. What do you think may have happened to Peter’s parents – why might they have disappeared?



