Cedar and Pine
Reading comprehension: 13.04.2020
Text: Hello Now – by Jenny Valentine
Chapter 1 – Jude
In the beginning, before I knew that I didn’t know much about anything, my mum and I moved into a house with a stranger in it. It was a big house in the small town she grew up in (and then left, by the way, swearing never to return) on a street where fat-knuckled trees pulled at the pavements with their roots, and the average age was well over fifty, and nobody said very much. 
The stranger wasn’t hiding in the attic or lurking under the floorboards. He wasn’t a blind purchase. His name was Henry Lake, and he came with the sale, refusing to budge. A sitting tenant, Mum said. A fly in the freeholder’s ointment. A stick in the capitalist mud. ‘Something we can both get behind,’ she said, which I told her was optimistic, and, at the time, frankly, pushing it. 
She remembered the street from her childhood, sort of, and that the houses were beautiful. And massive. And had gardens that sloped right down to the sea. This meant less than nothing to me – five hours’ drive from my current definition of home – and I told her that too. But because of this stranger still living in it, this house on the sole of the boot of the country was a whole lot cheaper than anything else she’d managed to find. Thanks to Henry Lake being there, it was the one she could afford, so it was happening, we were going, end of discussion, and that was that. It’s thanks to him and because of him that so much other stuff happened too, and is still happening, but I’m getting ahead of myself, and when I started writing this down, that’s one of the things I swore I wouldn’t do. This particular love story is bewildering enough as it is without me helping. 
We didn’t have a separate front door or anything. Henry Lake’s rooms were on the middle floor, and we were just meant to move in and live around him like the white surrounds the yolk of an egg. I said that was flat-out ridiculous, and when Mum told me to get used to it, every cell in my body screamed never. 
Seriously?  No locks on the doors? What is she thinking? What if he’s unhinged? For all we know he could be a killer, and, while I was thinking it, something dark scuttled down an alley in my stomach, this idea that I might be right, that this was my fate, set already, bound to happen. Game over. Job done. 
‘Mum this is the worst idea you’ve ever had - plus, it’s miles away,’ I said, into the void Mum left by not responding. ‘No joke, Mum. You’ve lost your actual mind.’ 
‘No, Jude,’ she said, folding into her chair like a dropped flag. ‘I’ve lost everything else.’ 
Everything else translated loosely as Mark, her boyfriend for just under a year, her latest Holy Grail, her answer to just about every question under the sun. Mark wasn’t all that, but he was all right. He was pretty nice to her and he didn’t act like I was the unwanted guest or the icing on the cake, unlike some previous boyfriends I could mention. He worked in insurance and you’d think from the way she batted her eyelashes at him when he droned on about assets and premiums that a man in insurance was all she’d ever wanted, the sum total of her heart’s desires. My mum is a very good actor. She couldn’t give a crap about insurance. What she wants is not to be alone. 

Comprehension Questions
1. Look up and write down the definitions of each of the words, taken from the text, as listed below; then, put each word into a sentence of your own.
· Average
· Lurking
· Capitalist
· Optimistic
· Definition
· Bewildering
· Translated
· Assets

2. Who is the stranger and why is he in their new house?

3. How do we know the narrator is not pleased about the idea of the stranger? Find evidence from the text to support your answer.

4. What is the main reason why mum bought this particular house?

5. Find and copy the simile used to describe the way it will be, having to live around the stranger.

6. ‘Seriously? No locks on the doors? What is she thinking? What if he’s unhinged?’  
What language technique has the writer used here, to help the reader understand the narrator’s worries about the move.

7. Why do you think mum made the decision to move away?

8. What impression do you get of the relationship between the narrator and their mum?  Refer to the text to support your ideas.

