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Deductive – Use your detective skills to hunt for clues, to the answers, in the text!
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Days Fly By

Warm up questions – Answer these questions before reading the text  

a. How many months are there in a year? 
b. How many verses do you think there will be in the poem? Why?
c. Now count them. Were you correct? 

Vocabulary check: 

1. Underline the first letter of each month. What type of letters do we call these? 
2. Why do you think each month starts with this kind of letter? 
3. Highlight the word “wrapped”. Which picture shows something “wrapped” up? Draw your answer. 
4. Show someone how you can ‘wrap up’ warm in a hat, gloves, coat and scarf n a cold winters day. If you can’t show someone then draw your answer. 
5. Why do you think Sarah Louise ‘wraps’ December in ice? 

Main questions – try and answer these in full sentences:

1. Look at the key below. Put a coloured dot next to each verse (so if you think a verse is a Spring verse, you put a pink dot next to it). 
	Pink = Spring
	Orange = Summer

	Brown = Autumn
	Blue = Winter



2. Why did you choose this dot and not another? 
	Month 
	Dot colour 
	I chose this colour dot because the verse talks about:

	January
	
	

	February
	
	

	March
	
	

	April
	
	

	May 
	
	

	June
	
	

	July
	
	

	August
	
	

	September
	
	

	October
	
	

	November
	
	

	December 
	
	



3. Does Sarah Louise think the North Wind is cold or warm? What tells us this in the next line?
4. Does Sarah Louise think Summer is a fun time? Yes or no? Read the verse again – how do we know that she thinks this? 
5. Does she think that October is a scary month, yes or no? Why? 
6. Where does Sarah Louise usually go for her holiday in July, the countryside or the seaside? Draw your answer. Why do you think this? 
7. Does Sarah Louise think November is a month full of:
a. Colour
b. Sound
c. Both
8. How do we know that she thinks this? 

Evaluative questions: 
1. Look at the title of this poem. Do you think Sarah Louise thinks time passes fast or slowly? Why? 
2. Choose a verse from the poem and draw a picture to represent this verse. Can anyone guess which verse you have chosen? 
3. Why did you choose this verse and not another?
4. Think about some of the reasons why different people like different times of the year.   
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January sets off the year
With fireworks and heaps of cheer. (
February - the North wind does blow,
The earth now wears a coat of snow.

Marching on we soon hit spring
With daffodils and chicks that sing.

The next month brings a bunch of flowers,
Bleating lambs and April showers.

May I say that spring soon ends
As summer’s sun strolls round the bend?

Fizzy drinks and padaling pools,
In June we laugh and act the fool.

July we buy ice-creams and peaches,
Take donkey rides on sandy beaches.

In August dance in fields of clover.
Summer waves, the party’s over,

September shirts, the old school tie.
“It's school again’ I hear you cry.

October leaves and conker fights,
Ghosts and ghouls and darker nights.

November crackles, rockets fly,
The fireworks they paint the sky.

December wrapped in winter’s ice,
The past twelve months, I hope, were nice.

By Sarah Louise
9 years old
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