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The Spaceship – An Alternative Ending

Warm up questions – Answer these questions before reading the text  

1. Do you remember how The Spaceship ended? Have a quick recap in your head or with someone. 
2. Who were the two main characters in the story?
3. Did the story have a happy or sad ending? Why?
4. Put the following sentences into the correct order:
a. Zip types “HELP” into Tim’s computer.
b. Dad tells Tim to go to sleep.
c. Zip’s friends come back to rescue him. 
d. Tim turns on his computer. 
5. This week we are gong to read the final part of the story again. But this time the writer has changed how the story ends. Think about how the story might have a different ending. Jot some notes down. 

Vocabulary check: 

1. Look at the title. Highlight the word that means ‘different’.
2. Why did you think it was this word and not one of the others?
3. Can you find the following sentence in the story? “So dad did see Zip after all…” Underline it. Circle the word that you think is strongest in the sentence. 
4. How does the writer show the reader that this word is strong?


Main questions – try and answer these in full sentences:

1. Who opens the door for the second time?
2. What is he wearing? Why do you think he is wearing this?
3. Are mum and dad asleep when the man finds Zip? Where are they standing?
4. Was Tim upset when Zip was taken away?
5. What did the man take Zip away in? Draw your answer.
6. Look at the last two paragraphs. Are these the same as ‘The Spaceship – Part 3’ or different?
7. Do you think the story changed or stayed the same? How?

Evaluative questions: 
1. Who do you think this story was written for? 
a. Children?
b. Teenagers?
c. Adults?
2. Why do you think this?
3. Which ending did you like best? Why? 
4. Do you think this is really the end of this story? Why? 
5. What do you think might happen next?   
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