Fern House                 
                   Counting, partitioning and calculating

Round About
 

Name:________________________________________________________
Class:_______________________
        Date:_________________________
Objective: Use approximations, inverse operations and tests of divisibility to estimate and check results.
Parent’s tip: Always round to a number where the calculation can be worked out mentally. 

Example:

21 x 32 is approximately 20 x 30

 

so 
21 x 32 is approximately 600

1. Write down the best approximation for 29 x 71.
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2. a) Circle the best approximation for 21.4 ÷ 6.8.
A: 22 ÷ 7 
B: 22 ÷ 8
C: 21 ÷ 7
D: 21 ÷ 8
E: 20 ÷ 10

b) Explain why you chose your answer.

3. Ranjit has worked out that 17.4 – 8.9 = 8.4. Use another calculation to check if he is right.



4. Write down the best approximation for 1176 – 213.



5. Amber says 'If I want to approximate 21 x 43, I would use 20 x 40'. 
      Will her approximation be more or less than the exact answer? Explain
      why.


6. James has been asked to buy as many 28p stamps as he can 
      with a £10 note. By doing an approximation, work out roughly how
      many he can buy.


7. A carton of juice costs 32p. Chen uses her calculator to find the 
      cost of 43 cartons. She thinks it will cost £120. 
      Explain whether you agree with her by doing your own approximation.
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