Cedar and Pine
Reading comprehension and writing task: 22.06.2020 
Text: News Article - BLM

Daily [image: page1image66174976]News
Special Report World News
Protests in USA and the World Against Racism 10th June 2020  [image: page1image49681104][image: page1image49682000]
[image: page1image49676400]• Black Lives Matter is a movement which protests against racism and unfair treatment of Black people in the US and across the world. 
• It was founded in 2013 in the US. 
There have been protests in many cities across the world. In the US, UK and many other places, people are speaking out against racism. 

Photo: Protesters in the United States of America. 
These protests began in Minneapolis, a city in the United States of America, after the death of a Black man called George Floyd. 
George Floyd died after he was stopped by police officers. One police officer knelt on his neck. The police officers who were involved with his death have lost their jobs. One of them has been charged with murder while the others also face criminal charges. 
The death of George Floyd has led many people to protest against the unfair treatment of Black people, particularly by the police and the justice system. 
In cities across the US, people have been carrying signs saying ‘Black Lives Matter’. Many of the protests have been peaceful but there has been violence at some protests. People have been protesting against racism in other parts of the world as well. There have been protests in many UK cities, such as Liverpool, Sheffield, Bristol and London. 
People have also been raising money for the family of George Floyd, as well as for organisations which campaign against racism in the UK, the US and across the world. In the UK, many people have also signed petitions asking the government to do more to tackle racism. 
Celebrities such as Beyonce, Taylor Swift and Rihanna have spoken on social media to protest what happened and to speak out against racism. Tennis star Coco Gauff and Star Wars actor John Boyega have also spoken at protests. “We must first love each other, no matter what,” Coco Gauff said. She added that it is important to “use your voice no matter how big or small your platform is.”
Comprehension Questions
1. Look up and write down the definitions of each of the words, taken from the text, as listed below; then, put each word into a sentence of your own.

· movement
· protests
· racism
· treatment
· justice
· petitions
· campaign
· government

2. When was the Black Lives Matter movement found?

3. Where did the recent protests first occur and why did they begin?

4. What did one of the police officers do to George Floyd and what is now happening to this officer?

5. ‘Many of the protests have been peaceful but there has been violence at some protests.’

a) Why do you think peaceful protests are more effective than protest that involve violence?
b) In your opinion, why do you think some protestors have become violent?

6. Find and copy the information from the text, which informs us that racism is still a world-wide problem and not just something that occurs in the USA.

7. ‘“…use your voice no matter how big or small your platform is.”’  
What do you think this statement means and why do you think it is so important we follow this?

8. Writing task:
The death of George Floyd has caused huge devastation and outrage across the world.  George Floyd was killed by a police officer - someone who had the role and responsibility to protect society - and all people within it – not to use their power and authority to mistreat individuals, or to commit murder.  Whilst this happened in the USA, racism and prejudice is still something that needs tackling in the UK.

Your task is to write a personal, creative piece of writing – this could be a poem, or diary account - based on your thoughts and feelings on what has happened to George Floyd, including the current protests and the changes you wish to occur to help eradicate racism. You may also wish to include any personal experiences, or any worries and concerns you have, linked to racism and prejudice in our society. Whilst this is a sensitive topic, which may cause us anger and frustration, remember to remain polite with your choice of language.  If we all feel comfortable and willing, I will ask for you to bring your pieces of writing to class next week, to share and discuss our thoughts.
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