[image: image1.png]ETETEES

&V
SIS

IR






[image: image2.png]twinkl.co.uk




A long time ago, there was a king named Numitor, who ruled an ancient city in Italy called Alba Longa. Numitor had a younger brother called Amulius, who overthrew Numitor and took over Alba Longa. Amulius didn’t want anyone to take his place, so he killed Numitor’s male heirs and told Numitor’s only daughter, Rhea Silvia, that she was not allowed to have children.


However, Rhea Silver fell in love with Mars, the Roman God of War and they had twin sons. Amulius was too afraid of Mars to kill Rhea Silver for disobeying him, so instead, he imprisoned her and ordered a servant to put the twins into the River Tiber.


When the servant arrived at the river bank, he could not bring himself to throw them in. Instead, he placed the basket into the river and let them float away.


Eventually, a she-wolf came across the basket and pulled the babies to safety. The wolf cared for the twins and a friendly woodpecker helped the twins to find food.


Soon, the twins were found by a shepherd who was out walking by the river. He took the twins back home to his wife They decided to call the boys Romulus and Remus.


The shepherd and his wife brought the twins up like their own children. Romulus and Remus grew up to become shepherds like their father. One day, while the twins were herding sheep, they were met by shepherds of King Amulius. The king’s shepherds started a fight with Romulus and Remus. They captured Remus and took him back to King Amulius.


King Amulius believed Rhea Silvia’s children were dead so did not recognise Remus. Meanwhile, Romulus gathered a group of shepherds to rescue Remus and in the process, he killed King Amulius. When the city learned who the boys were, they offered to crown them as joint kings. 


However, the twins turned down the crown as they wanted to build their own city. They left their hometown in search of a perfect place to build their city. Eventually, they found a place they liked; where Rome is located today. The twins couldn’t agree which hill to build their new city on and ended up getting into a fight.


Romulus killed Remus during the fight and continued to build his city on Palatine Hill.


He officially founded the city on 21st April, 753BC, making himself king and naming the city Rome after himself. The city grew and prospered into one of the most powerful cities in the world and would be for another 1,000 years.
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