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FHS English Guidance


English lessons aim to increase pupil engagement in different styles of writing, strengthen their understanding of using language to engage and entertain the reader with the strategies required to write to suit different purposes and audiences.
It aims to teach pupils to know the difference between formal and informal writing as well as using them effectively on their own.

Key strategies
· Immersion into topic - real life experiences
· Baseline writing tasks linked to writing outcome
· Grammar focus each lesson- linked to writing outcome and National Curriculum
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7d913aed915d3fb959486f/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf 
· Exploring different genres of writing
· Cross curricular links to topic work (1 per term)
· Talk for writing
· Explicit modelling 
· Exploring vocabulary and semantics 

Planning and implementation of English - 2 week cycle. 
Grammar			Introduce focus (new learning) and identify it in a sentence /writing	Use it in a sentence (prompts)	Use it independently in a sentence	Test style questions - consolidation	Spot the mistake
Week 1 	Baseline: activating prior knowledge	Immerse: 	generating excitement in writing topic, theme, genre or purpose	Prediction of what the narrative maybe or topics	-Justify prediction using evidence from the stimulus	Summarise:  sequence events in narrative	(Visuals)	Reconstructing an example of writing outcome 	-hotseating character inferences	-dictation of thoughts and feeling that focuses on a grammatical feature needed for writing	Sentence construction	-identify and correct mistakes 		Vocabulary: start building word wall by 	using dictionary definitions and visualisation of key vocabulary	Vocabulary gradient	Deconstruction - identify features and purpose of each	Reconstructing a writing outcome 
Week 2	Plan:	-joint class or individual plans	- use of visuals to structure ideas	-scaffold through key vocabulary and sentence starters	Model writing:	Narrative - setting description and character	Model use of key vocabulary and sentence structures	Non fiction- 	Introduction and main body	Model writing:	Narrative - develop the plot and ending	Model use of key vocabulary and sentence structures	Non fiction - 	other sections 	Edit and draft:	-spelling 	-grammar	-uplevel vocabulary 	Model editing own writing - use synonyms to uplevel



Week 1 – immersion (4 days)

1. Baseline writing task to assess what pupils can already do and identify areas which may need improvement. It allows you to assess a pupil's prior learning and knowledge of language and sentence structure. 

Immerse into the writing task through use of visual stimulus, videos, games, activities that capture pupil’s attention from the start – they can predict what the genres will be, what they will be writing.

This is an opportunity to get an idea of a pupil's inference skills, can they justify their prediction based on evidence from the visual stimulus. 

2. Summarising narrative, ordering events using visuals by retelling a story verbally, in drawings or short summaries.
Role play / Hot seating to explore different characters thoughts, feelings and motives

3. Pupils should explore key grammatical features or vocabulary they will be using in their writing – through interactive grammar games / activities
· Sentence Scramble: Write the words of a sentence on separate cards. Students have to rearrange them in the correct order. This is great for understanding sentence structure
· Find the Mistake: Write a paragraph with several common grammatical errors. Students have to work in pairs or groups to find and correct them. This encourages editing skills
· Grammar Dictation: Dictate sentences with specific grammar points you want to focus on (e.g., past tense verbs, prepositions). Pupils have to write the sentences as best as they can
· Word Walls: Create a visible "word wall" in the classroom where new vocabulary words are displayed. Students can add words they encounter in their reading or conversations
· Mime the Word: Write a list of vocabulary words on slips of paper. Students pick a slip and have to act out the word without speaking. This is a fun, interactive way to learn and remember new words
· Vocabulary Bingo: Create Bingo cards with new vocabulary words. You call out the definition, and students mark the corresponding word on their card
· Word Association: Say a word, and students have to say the first word that comes to mind. This helps build connections between words and improves fluency

4. Explore a similar text – deconstruct an example and identify features so they can use these in their writing
Explore the purpose of these features – what was the author’s intention?

Reconstructing - based on learning about the writing style and structure pupils should be able put together 
















Week 2 – writing outcome (4 days)
All writing tasks should be supported with sentence starters, vocabulary and visuals (especially if these are more subject specific writing outcomes for cross curricular genres)

1. Plan writing outcome using templates (visual support to structure ideas) – can be whole class plan KS1/ LKS2 or plan independently KS3/4.

Plans should be modelled by the teacher using ‘thinking aloud’ to explain why they are using certain vocabulary or structures
· Pupils can do research to gather ideas for more subject specific writing
· Support pupils with key questions to understand the purpose and requirements
- What is the topic?
- What is the goal of my writing (to inform, to persuade, to entertain)?
- Who is my audience?
           - use colourful semantics to structure ideas consecutively 

2. Writing day 1- Writing should be modelled by the teacher using the plan from the previous lesson to form ideas, compose sentences verbally and write them down using correct grammar and punctuation.
Model holding a sentence in your head, rehearse it several times before writing it down. Read through modelled writing several times before continuing to add the next part.
Explicitly explain each choice in language and sentence structure with reasons why, linking it to grammar learning. 

3. Pupils to respond to corrections and teacher comments from the previous day (spelling, punctuation, grammar corrections)
Model reading through writing to make sure it makes sense, follows the plan and suits the purpose and audience. 
Model the next part of writing, focusing on using specific structures or grammatical techniques, ‘think aloud’ each step of the writing process.
Joint construct with less confident writers and allow them to catch ideas, phrases or sentences from the model in their own writing. 

4. Edit and draft writing by focusing on grammar, punctuation and use of vocabulary.
Model upleveling sentences (KS1/2) or paragraphs (KS3/4) - reread through a section of writing. ‘Think aloud’ the choice of sentence/paragraph to edit with reasons, explain what the change is and the impact of it on the writing as a whole. 
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